
D%~par~xeI-It of Gemtica 
Stanford University 
Paz0 -3&o, Califarnia 

April 23, 1960 

Dear 3oriar 

I m sure that you will keep the frrllowbg in care,ful confidence as 
I ask you to do. I would have called you, as I have w-hat I hope will be 
an exci~ prospect for you to aonsider, but it my be 'better for you 
to be able to thi& abut It 3mw carefully, 

20 give you the story hi&wiaally, Carl Djerassi is joinjng 3tatiord 
as Professor of Gher;jzistzy this fall, and I had oocasion to :m& hi;:1 cturivl~ 
his prelimbary visits. He was once at %bmcmsing mbseqtlerttly has earn& 
an outstamSng reputation as a ~nthetfc organic &mist in the f&&d of 
steroids, has also dcme mmh Lnterestin;: work %n a:loillary fields, e.;;. 
optical rotatory dispersion (UV) for QTXI~, analysis. At the prosent; tizte, 
he is also Vice-President fcrr ,%semxh of Syntex Corporation &I .ezd.co Skb, 
and he will be keepin,: a very close cmmmetion tith @ntex in IZILUFe, ,;e 
hava gotten to dismiss a number of ~robl~u and in conssquame Z. :mm a;mocl 
to accept 3 role as a scifmtific adviser in hialo&2l research, a sa23wbiv 
uloser rale than the usual oonsultantship. Syntax is a veq ra@.dly ,;m~l:s-: 
aortpwiy, and hati% in&8 an Ou~3t~dh~ succo38 with stt3mid3 LS rU1fi0u~ to 
broaden its interests, Z~WJ are the j't0st research-0rient;ecl i;mug I &we 
ever seen in such a field; that 3@-assB KU mm&a ~3 a Sa.&sr;! prof'xmor 
will aho ix4p fU.ustrate its acadfmi(3 d%wctionc :;ost of L1l.e stA.,:?mta that 
ap,tiy to so ixmy 
of course th0Iw 
that a3.n b% us%d 
the investmnt. 

' g owl ur;,ent 



We have in :rA.ud the possibility of m initial group with a nature scienM.st 
as its leader, and provision for two or three younger associates (Ph.3.j and 
whatever further technical assistance *ht 'be neoes~. 'Ens plans for this 
are far from definite: there is a ,possibility of establish~ this in :3exico 
at the itin research oeuter, for the tima b&ng. In Vi@%? of Djerassi's :'lovL~; 
to Stmford, flowover, the&e is also sow thought of establishing another labo- 
atory in this vicinity, which would have mny obvious advanta;;es too, but ti&2h 
would al30 'be3 quite alosely. (Xp private 0pZrion is that this -4X certai,* 
hapzpen, the win question is whether it will be riat away or eii two OS three 
years or so,) I should ~a;&' that Syntex has the :aost enlightened policy (a:d 
tae amns) for sup~porting research work, 0.~~ tith pmvision for travel,r-tax 
publication, eta. 

&at you should have ~ruessed by now is that I ES somdin..; you out as to 
your ,posaible interest in accsepti~ a position as the or@n.izer of this research 
tea% Your brctadth of eut;scrriena% bn the pm& :r&k& &n outstmting gml2flcation, 
your partiailar interests now are ~2, far removed frw the axis of the ;2ro~rm, 
and the o~m-tmlty does gmmmt, I thi&, an exaitSrl~ ohallen-p. The future p-m-s- 
pects for the corn::: m even .mm excitin;; them its pst aacoxpli&:rients, and 
with the kind of lsadership it has, md its recent finamial success (see what 
the Qmtex stook has been do& ti the past few mntr.s on the Axerioan Stock 
Gxchanp) should g$ve it the oomanding position for pitarmaceutical4mhexxleal 
research and development in the next few years. Syntex has Wefi $.a;+%.y a very 
i+ortant role in supp%ing ehe&zal ressarch at the University of :iexico, and 
hab9tuaUy a rwber of graduate students do Weir tiesis -ark in MO 3;pt.m labs., 
and other affili&tions have ensued, &TqJeoislly if the lab itself is or~ani:~~~ 
in ~i%XiOo your fa&,.lfLarity with Spanish and LatAUmric~ life will he an additional 
benefit; I am sure so:33 amzwgemrlt 0a.n be ruade to protect ytxir 8inorfcm aitixenshi;3 
if this becoms an issue on account of foreign re&.dr;nca, :kedlms to say the 
financial arrargpxnents should bo zatahed to your responsibiliticss ~2, I a~ sure 
will tie atLraetivs to ;mu, &en to start is apen to k;artual d2ssetPasfm. 

f am not able to x&e a definite offer, as sane factors am still umertain; 
however, I would appreciate heatig from you, hogW3U.y within tm I;eeks if pas- 
sib163 as to your tentative reaotion, so that if it is favorable I cVan psh the 
matter f’urt;ler. I will be seeing Djwassi again the end of :'a:[ and itg would help 
to have soa% ti?m B&or% that for eCm% furLher dk3mssion. ff there is ~SOXle 1ikQI 
lihood of mtual apwment I asst.me he will Lmrkte ;sou to visit ~2re:~ .L? ::exLca 
as the next step, 

Pleas0 aall tae collect at Mvenport 1-2‘764 if you would like to discw33 
any of this further &J phone. 


